412           PREPARING  TO ATTACK THE CITY,

mined to proceed with him down the sound in hopes to
meet Admiral Dahlgren. But we did not meet him until
we reached Warsaw Sound, about noon. I there went on
board the Admiral's flag-ship, the ' Harvest Moon/ after
having arranged with General Foster to send us from Hil-
ton Head some siege ordnance and some boats suitable
for navigating the Ogeechee River. Admiral Dahlgren
very kindly furnished me with all the data concerning his
fleet and the numerous forts that guarded the inland chan-
nels between the sea and Savannah. I explained to him
how completely Savannah was invested at all points, save
only the plank road on the South Carolina shore known as
the ' Union Causeway,' which I thought I could reach from
my left flank across the Savannah River. I explained to
him that if he would simply engage the attention of the
forts along Wilmingto'n Channel, at Beaulieu and Rosedew,
I thought I could carry the defenses of Savannah by assault
as soon as the heavy ordnance arrived from Hilton Head,
On the 15th the Admiral carried me back to Fort McAllis-
ter, whence I returned to our lines in the rear of Savannah.

" Having received and carefully considered all the reports
of division commanders, I determined to assault the lines
of the enemy as soon as my heavy ordnance came from
Port Royal, first making a formal demand for surrender.
On the i/th, a number of thirty-pounder Parrott guns
having reached King's Bridge, I proceeded in person to the
headquarters of Major-General Slocum, on the Augusta
Road, and dispatched thence into Savannah, by flag of truce,
a formal demand for the surrender of the place; and on the
following day received an answer from General Hardee re-
fusing to surrender.

" In the meantime further reconnoissances from our left
flank had demonstrated that it was impracticable or unwiseer-ce with nine regi-able amount of breadstuff's and other neces- a flourishing little town
